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Barnsley Alliance

Report to Trust Executive Group

20th January 2017

 
    

1.0. Purpose of the Report 

1.1 This report provides an overview of outcomes for SEND pupils in Barnsley, from Early 
Years Foundation Stage to Key Stage 4.   Local and national comparative data is 
provided up to 2015.   Provisional data comparing 2016 outcomes for SEND pupils with 
other Barnsley pupils is included.  National comparisons for pupil groups in 2016 will be 
available when all validated data is published.  

2.0. Background Information:  Profile of SEND students in Barnsley

2.1  The proportion of students in Barnsley with SEND (either SEN Support or with a 
statement/education health care plan),  is  14.9%,  which is in line with the national 
percentage of 14.7%.

2.2 The percentage of students with SEN Support in schools is 11.1%, which is 0.8 
percentage points below the national figure of 11.9%.  However the percentage of 
Barnsley students with a statement or EHC plans is 3.8%, which is high in comparison 
with the national percentage of 2.8%.

.
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2.3 In primary mainstream schools the most prevalent primary need identified is moderate 
learning difficulty, at 34% in Barnsley compared with 24% nationally.  23% of Barnsley 
pupils are identified as having speech, language and communication needs as their 
primary need, compared with 29% nationally.  The third most prevalent need identified is 
social, emotional and mental health, at 20% in Barnsley, compared with 16% nationally.

2.4 In secondary mainstream schools the most prevalent primary need identified is moderate 
learning difficulty.  At 46%, the percentage of Barnsley pupils identified with this as their 
primary need is well above the national average of 25%.  The second most prevalent 
need identified by secondary schools is social, emotional and mental health, at 20%, 
which is in line with the national figure of 19%.  The third most prevalent need identified in 
Barnsley secondary schools is specific learning difficulty.  However, at 9%, the 
identification of this as primary need is much lower in Barnsley secondary schools than 
nationally, which is at 22%.

2.5 In special schools the most prevalent need identified is severe learning difficulty, 28% for 
Barnsley pupils compared with 26% nationally.  The next most prevalent is autistic 
spectrum disorder, both locally and nationally (approximately 25%).  The third most 
prevalent need is social, emotional and mental health, 17% for Barnsley pupils, compared 
with 12% nationally.

2.6 Barnsley’s reported weekly spend per pupil with a statement or EHC plan is £40, 
compared with a national average of £98.

3.0      SEND students : attendance and exclusions

3.1 Attendance of SEND pupils is lower than that of their peers both nationally and locally. In 
Barnsley the gaps between SEND pupils and non-SEND pupils are slightly wider than 
those found nationally for the number of school sessions children miss.  For example, 
nationally the absence gap between non-SEND pupils and statemented pupils is 3.5% 
points.  For Barnsley students the gap is 3.9%.   For SEN support pupils the gap in 
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Barnsley is 2.2% points, compared with 1.9% nationally.   The poorer attendance for 
SEND pupils in Barnsley reflects the generally low level of attendance for all pupils in 
Barnsley, compared with national attendance rates.

3.2 Barnsley SEND students with a statement or EHCP are also more likely to be persistently 
absent from school than their SEND peers nationally, with 15% of Barnsley students 
hitting this trigger compared with 10% nationally.

 
3.3 Rates of exclusions for all Barnsley students with SEND are higher than their peers 

nationally.   The difference is particularly marked for SEN students without a statement, 
the rate in Barnsley being double that nationally.
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4.        Education Outcomes for Pupils with SEND

4.1 Due to extensive changes in assessment systems in 2016 it is not possible to make direct 
comparisons between 2016 outcomes and previous years.    The information on outcomes 
here includes provisional 2016 outcomes, which enable comparisons between SEND 
pupils and other pupil groups in Barnsley this year.    The relative position of Barnsley 
SEND pupils to non-SEND pupil groups locally and nationally is included for 2015.

4.2 In Early Years Foundation Stage in 2016, the percentage of SEND pupils achieving a 
good level of development improved at a faster rate than for other pupils but their 
achievement remains significantly below that of their peers.
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4.3 In 2015 outcomes for Barnsley children across all early learning goals was in line with 
national for those children with statements or plans and just 2.4% points below for those 
with SEN support.  For non-SEND pupils the gap between local and national outcomes was 
-1.4% points.  The gap between Barnsley SEND children and non-SEND children is in line 
with the gap with national outcomes for Barnsley children overall.

4.4 In the Key Stage 1, 2016 Phonics assessments just over a third (34%) of SEN pupils 
achieved the expected standard in 2016.  This was an improvement on the 2015 outcome 
of 29% and in line with the improvement overall for all pupils, at 5% points, but significantly 
below the performance overall for Barnsley pupils which was 79%.

4.5 2015 national comparisons show that there is a 9% point gap between Barnsley pupils with 
a statement or plan, and their peers nationally, with the same gap for SEN support pupils.  
For non-SEN pupils the gap between local and national is just 2% points.

4.6 In 2016 the percentage of SEN pupils achieving expected standards in reading, writing and 
maths was much lower than for all children, non-SEN children or other vulnerable groups.
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4.7 In 2016 results for all pupils achieving the expected level in reading, writing and maths 
combined, matched national results of 53%.   However only 18% of SEN pupils achieved 
expected standards.



Page 6 of 7

4.8 Between 2012 and 2015 the performance of pupils with statements or plans ranged 
between 6% points higher than their peers nationally and 3% points lower.  SEN support 
pupils were consistently lower than their national peers by 3% points over a three year 
period. 
Note:  2015/16 performance cannot be compared due to changes in curriculum and 
assessment.

4.9 At Key Stage 4 the gap between SEN pupils and non-SEN pupils achieving 5A*-C grades 
with English and maths widened,  as a result of the non-SEN group improving significantly 
by over 7% points , while the performance of the SEN group declined by just over 2% 
points.

           

4.10 Between 2013 and 2015 the performance of GCSE students with a statement or plan 
relative to their peers nationally has varied from a 0.3% point gap to 5% points.  For SEN 
support students the gap has been fairly consistent, averaging -12% points.
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5.0      Summary and Highlights

5.1 Although the overall percentage of students identified as SEN in Barnsley is similar to 
national figures, Barnsley has a lower percentage identified as SEN support and a higher 
percentage of statements or education health care plans.

5.2   Barnsley reported weekly spend per pupil with a statement or EHCP is less than half the 
national average.

5.3 In terms of category of special needs identified as the primary need, the most striking 
difference between Barnsley and national profile is the high percentage of secondary 
pupils identified as having a moderate learning difficulty – nearly double the percentage 
nationally.   In contrast the proportion of secondary pupils in Barnsley identified as having 
a specific learning difficulty is less than half that found nationally.

5.4  Attendance of SEN pupils in Barnsley is lower than for non-SEN pupils.  The gap between 
the two groups locally is in proportion to the gap found nationally for SEN/non-SEN pupils.   
Barnsley students with a statement or plan are 50% more likely to be persistently absent 
than their peer group nationally.

5.5  Rates of exclusions for all Barnsley students with SEND are higher than their peers 
nationally.  The difference is particularly marked for SEN students without a statement, the 
rate in Barnsley being double that nationally.

5.6 In early years the gaps between SEND and non-SEND pupils in Barnsley are consistent 
with those found nationally, and the performance of Barnsley SEND pupils is broadly in 
line with their peers nationally.

5.7 At the end of primary less than a fifth of SEN pupils achieved expected levels in reading, 
writing and maths in the new key stage 2 curriculum and assessments compared with 
more than half of all pupils achieving this level.  In previous years the performance of non-
SEN pupils in Barnsley has been in line with non-SEN pupils nationally.  There has 
consistently been a gap between Barnsley SEN support pupils and their peers nationally 
over the three year period from 2012-15, of 4 to 5 percentage points. 

5.8 In 2016 the gap between SEN and non-SEN pupils widened at Key Stage 4 for the 
percentage achieving five good GCSEs with English and maths.


